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THE  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR, 

ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 

OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Bates  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Public 
Health  Service  for  the  year  1956. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  Bury 
St.  Edmunds  shows  a substantial  increase  over  the  previous  year. 
In  spite  of  a slight  reduction  in  the  adjusted  birth  rate  tlie  figure  re- 
mains above  that  for  the  country  as  a whole,  the  adjusted  death  rate 
compares  favourably  with  that  for  the  county  of  West  Suffolk  and  is 
markedly  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  was 
much  lower  than  in  the  previous  year.  In  the  substance  of  this  re- 
port mention  is  made  of  an  outbreak  of  dysentery  and  of  two  family 
outbreaks  of  food  poisoning,  concerning  which  I should  like  to  record 
my  gratitude  for  the  whole-hearted  co-operation  which  was  received 
from  the  Staff  of  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  and  from  many  other  individuals. 

In  connection  with  the  introduction  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  1955,  your  officers  increased  their  efforts  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  better  standards  of  hygiene  in  the  handling  of  food,  but 
pressure  of  other  duties  imposed  a limit  on  the  amount  of  time  which 
could  be  devoted  to  this  work.  In  addition  to  routine  inspections 
and  personal  interviews  a number  of  talks  were  given  to  groups  of 
food  traders  and  others,  and  public  showings  were  made  of  the 
colour  film  “Food  without  Fear.” 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  substantial  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  first  full  year  of  operation  of  the  Council’s  slum  clearance 
programme,  because  the  health  of  the  community  in  future  years  is 
dependent  upon  this  work. 

I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  E.  H.  Box,  your 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  loyal  support  at  all  times  and 
for  his  help  in  the  compilation  of  this  report. 

Finally  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  continued 
interest  and  encouragement  of  the  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  COGGIN  BROWN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
P.  Coggin  Brown,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D*P.H. 


SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
E.  H.  Box,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.HJ. 


ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
F.  Holmes,  M.A.P.H.I. 


CLERK 

Miss  A.  Wright. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

ALL  FIGURES  IN  BRACKETS,  which  follow  in  the  seq- 
uence of  this  report,  relate  to  the  corresponding  hgures  for  1955. 


Registrar  General’s  Estimate  for  1956  20,940  (20,110) 

Census  April,  1951  20,045 

Rateable  Value  £260,126 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (Est.)  £1,015 

Area  3,623  acres 


Population: — The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  pop- 
ulation for  1956  was  the  new  record  figure  of  20,940,  which  shows  an 
appreciable  increase  over  that  for  the  previous  year. 

Births: — Although  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
live  births  registered  in  1956  the  use  of  the  higher  population  hgure 
has  caused  very  slight  reduetions  in  both  the  crude  and  adjusted 
birth  rates,  but  the  latter  remains  slightly  above  that  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births  decreased  from  19  to 
14  and  there  was  no  change  in  the  number  of  stillbirths. 


Live  Births.  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  307  (291)  150  (153)  157  (138) 

Illegitimate  14  (19)  5 (7)  9 (12) 


Crude  Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  of  population  15.3  (15.4) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  corrected  for  comparability  15.9  (16.0) 

,,  ,,  per  1,000  of  population  England 

and  Wales 15.7  (15.0) 


Stillbirths  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  5 (4)  3 ( — ) 2 (4) 

Illegitimate  — (1)  — (1)  — ( — ) 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  15.3  (15.9) 

} > > } y y y y y y > y > y y ) >> 

England  and  Wales  23.0  (23.2) 
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Deaths: — The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  1956  was 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  because  of  the  use  of  the  higher 
population  figure  the  crude  death  rate  was  even  lower  than  the  record 
established  last  year.  The  slight  upward  change  in  the  adjusted 
death  rate  was  due  to  the  application  of  a revised  comparability 
factor,  but  even  so  the  rate  remained  appreciably  lower  than  that 
for  the  county  of  West  Suffolk  and  substantially  below  that  for 
England  and  Wales. 

More  deaths  occurred  from  cancer  than  in  the  previous  year, 
and  7 of  these  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus.  Six  deaths 
occurred  from  accidental  causes,  only  one  of  which  was  the  result  of 
a motor  vehicle  accident.  Another  melancholy  feature  of  the  death 
returns  was  the  loss  of  3 lives  by  suicide. 

Deaths: — Total  Male  Female 

211  (211)  94  (103)  117  (108) 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  10.1  (10.5) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  corrected  for 

comparability  9.5  (9.2) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  England  and 

Wales  11.7  (11.7) 

Infant  Mortality: — The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  decreased  from  7 in  the  previous  year  to  5 in 
the  year  under  review.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  the  infant  mortality 
rate  will  show  considerable  variation  from  year  to  year  because  the 
figure  is  based  upon  a relatively  small  number  of  births. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: — 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  5 (7)  3 (3)  2 (4) 

Illegitimate  — ( — ) — ( — ) — ( — ) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  15.6  (22.6) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  England  and 

Wales  23.8  (24.9) 


Congenital  malformations  and  bronchopneumonia  were  the 
main  causes  of  the  infant  deaths,  2 of  which  occurred  in  the  first 
month  of  life. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 
IN  BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS. 


Registrar  GeneraTs 
Figures. 

M.  F. 


All  Causes  

94 

(103) 

117  (108) 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

4 ( 

3) 

2 ( -) 

Tuberculosis,  other  .... 

— 

( 

-) 

- { -) 

Syphilitic  disease 



( 

-) 

- ( -) 

Diphtheria 

— 

( 

-) 

- ( -) 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

( 

-) 

- ( -) 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

( 

-) 

- ( -) 

Acute  poliomyelitis  .... 

— 

{ 

-) 

- ( -) 

Measles 

— 

( 

-) 

- ( -) 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

( 

-) 

- ( -) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1 

\ 

5i 

- ( 1) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

( 

1) 

2 { -) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

( 

-) 

3 ( 1) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

( 

-) 

1 ( -) 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

6 

( 

5) 

8 ( 6) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

( 

-) 

- ( -) 

Diabetes 

— 

( 

-) 

1 ( -) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

15 

( 

9) 

.50  ( 24) 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

16 

( 

25) 

18  ( 16) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .... 

2 

( 

-) 

- ( 2) 

Other  heart  disease  .... 

7 

( 

14) 

15  ( 26) 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

( 

9) 

8 ( 4) 

Influenza 

1 

( 

2) 

1 ( -) 

Pneumonia 

5 

( 

4) 

9 ( 12) 

Bronchitis  ....  ....  ....  ....  4(8)  — ( — ) 


Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

( 

1) 

1 

( 

-) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

2 

( 

1) 

1 

( 

1) 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

( 

1) 

— 

( 

2) 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

( 

3) 

— 

( 

-) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

( 

-) 

— 

( 

-) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

( 

-) 

— 

( 

-) 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

( 

2) 

1 

( 

3) 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

12 

( 

10) 

11 

( 

5) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

( 

-) 

1 

( ■ 

-) 

All  other  accidents  .... 

2 

( 

-) 

3 

( 

4) 

Suicide 

2 

( 

-) 

1 

( 

1) 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- — 

( 

-) 

— 

( 

\ 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Mainly  because  of  a marked  reduction  in  the  incidence  of 
measles  the  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  was 
much  lower  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Tuberculosis: — Six  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  and  4 
new  cases  were  reported. 

Diphtheria: — Once  again  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  reported  in 
Bury  St.  Edmunds.  It  must  be  emphasised,  however,  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  state  of  affairs  is  dependent  upon  the  maintenance 
of  a high  level  of  immunity  amongst  the  child  population.  Immun- 
isation is  free  of  charge  and  parents  should  make  sure  that  their 
young  children  are  protected  against  this  deadly  disease. 

Dysentery: — Early  in  the  year  a sharp  outbreak  of  dysentery 
occurred  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital.  Twenty  cases  were  reported  but 
fortunately  in  most  of  these  the  disease  was  mild  in  character.  An 
extensive  bacteriological  investigation  involving  the  examination 
of  more  than  600  specimens  showed  the  causative  organism  to  be 
Shigella  sonnei,  and  discovered  a further  20  symptomless  but  infected 
persons  amongst  the  patients,  residents  and  staff  of  the  hospital. 
Strict  precautionary  measures  were  adopted  and  special  attention  was 
paid  to  personal  cleanliness  and  to  hygienic  methods  of  preparing 
and  serving  food.  An  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery  at  an  institution 
which  caters  for  aged  and  infirm  patients  should  not  be  regarded 
lightly,  for  amongst  such  persons  the  disease  may  prove  serious. 
The  accompanying  table  of  age  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  shows 
that  three  quarters  of  the  patients  in  this  outbreak  were  over  65  years 
of  age. 

The  whole-hearted  co-operation  of  the  Hospital  Staff  and 
generous  help  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cambridge 
were  the  major  factors  in  bringing  this  outbreak  under  control. 

Food  Poisoning: — The  six  cases  of  food  poisoning  which 
were  reported  during  the  year  occurred  in  2 separate  family  outbreaks. 
The  first  of  these  incidents,  which  "was  due  to  infection  by  Salmonella 
heidelberg,  caused  some  concern  because  it  involved  the  family  of  a 
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food  shop  proprietor  whose  living  accommodation  adjoined  the  shop. 
The  fact  that  no  cases  were  reported  amongst  the  customers  speaks 
well  of  the  standards  of  hygiene  practised  and  of  the  co-operation 
of  this  family  in  adopting  measures  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 
The  second  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  was  also  confined  to  one 
family,  but  in  one  case  the  disease  was  very  severe.  The  causative 
organism  was  identified  as  Salmonella  typhi-murium  but  the  source 
of  the  infection  was  not  discovered  in  spite  of  bacteriological  investig- 
ations which  included  the  examination  of  eggs  from  back  yard  hens 
and  of  swabs  from  the  domestic  cat. 

Infectious  Hepatitis: — The  17  cases  of  infectious  hepatitis 
which  were  notified  during  the  year  were  believed  to  form  the  “tail 
end”  of  a prolonged  outbreak  which  started  in  September,  1953. 

In  the  5 years  prior  to  1953  only  a few  cases  (average  5.4) 
occurred  each  year,  and  in  the  18  months  period  February  1952  to 
August  1953  no  case  was  reported. 

In  the  last  4 months  of  1953  single  cases  occurred  at  intervals 
of  almost  exactly  1 month.  This  was  the  start  of  an  outbreak  which 
reached  a sharp  peak  in  June,  1954,  continued  throughout  1955  and 
only  came  to  an  end  in  September  1956,  after  the  occurrence  of  a total 
of  137  notified  cases.  (4  cases  in  1953,  74  cases  in  1954,  42  cases  in 
1955  and  17  cases  in  1956).  Careful  study  of  this  outbreak  did  not 
produce  any  new  conclusions  as  to  the  mode  of  spread  of  the  disease. 
No  particular  food  or  drink  was  suspected  as  a vehicle  of  infection, 
and  no  connection  was  discovered  with  the  presence  of  rodents  or 
other  pests.  A history  of  personal  contact,  often  of  a very  close 
nature,  with  a known  or  “missed”  case  was  a common  finding  but 
whether  the  infection  spread  more  commonly  by  the  respiratory  or 
intestinal  tract  remained  uncertain. 

Poliomyelitis: — Some  children  were  vaccinated  against 
poliomyelitis  under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  but  the  number  who  received  the  treatment  was  small  because 
of  the  limited  supply  of  vaccine.  No  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  re- 
ported in  Bury  St.  Edmunds  during  the  year. 


9 


C/O 

PQ 

in 

< 

W 

in 

HH 

Q 
w 

< 

)— I 

pp 

H 
O 
Z 

Ph 

o c 

PP 
U 

pp 

Q 

u 
z 

HH 

J 

ffi 
H 

:zi 

o 


c/) 

• ^ 

CO 

3 

o 

;-i 

<u 

P 

H 


CL) 

X3 


lU 

C/D 

Cj 

<D 

c/5 


C/5 

c3 

<D 


Totals 

80 

20 

VO 

VO 

VO 

C^i 

-- 

-- 

Dec. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Nov. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

O 

o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Oh 

D 

in 

(N 

1 

c^ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

bb 

P 

< 

m 

1 

1 

1 

P" 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Jul. 

p" 

1 

1 

CN 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Jun. 

1 

1 

32 

1 

1 

1 

t-H 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

May 

p" 

1 

(N 

- 

i 

1 

1— ( 

1 

1 

a 

< 

T-«-P 

1 

(N 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

p 

s 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Feb. 

<N 

<N 

m 

CN 

1 

(N 

1 

1 

1 

p 

p 

1 

iA) 

>0 

(N 

1 

(N 

<N 

1 

1 

Ui 

ID 
s— < 

C 

D 

(/5 

Q 


c/5 


c3 

Oh 

D 

ffi 

CO 

O 

• ^ 
4— > 

o 

a 


ccj 

♦ 

C 

o 


p 

D 

c 

CP 

D 

-*-> 

p 

o 

< 


W) 

P 
• 1—1 

P 

o 

c/5 

• 1— ( 

o 

CP 

T3 

O 

O 

PP 


P 

• ^ 

X 

D 

CP 

3 

D 

P. 

D 

P 

CP 


bJ) 

P 

O 

U 

tj) 

p 

Cu 

o 

o 


Ui 

D 

> 

D 

P^ 

-I— > 

p 

o 

in 


Erysipelas 


10 


E INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

(other  than  Tuberculosis). 

All 

Ages 

80 

20 

VO 

-sD 

VO 

m 

— 

-- 

1 

Not 

re- 

corded 

1 

1 

T—S 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

“f" 

1 

to 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(O 

1 

1 

1 

1 

to 

T 

lO 

to 

1 

1 

(N 

CS 

1 

1 

1 

1 

to 

m 

1 

O 

<N 

<N 

1 

1 

1 

1 

O 

(N 

1 

to 

1 

<N 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10-15 

1 

(N 

1 

1 

' 

1 

1 

5—10 

39 

1 

OO 

1 

1 

1 

to 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

T 

ro 

oo 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(N 

1 

1 

(O 

(N 

to 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(N 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

— 

i 

o 

< 

— 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

DISEASE 

Measles  . . 1 

i 

Dysentery  . . j 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Food  Poisoning 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

TUBERCULOSIS. 
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5 ! 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Slwage  Disposal: — During  the  year  a Public  Inquiry  was 
held  concerning  the  Council’s  proposals  to  construct  a new  sewage 
disposal  works  and  outfall  sewer.  Permission  to  proceed  with  the 
scheme  was  not  received  in  1956  although  the  inadequacy  of  the 
sewage  farm  at  West  Stow  continued  to  cause  very  grave  concern. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Water 
Engineer: — 

WATER 

Generally 

A wholesome  and  adequate  supply  of  water  has  been  main- 
tained throughout  the  year.  The  usual  fortnightly  samples  taken 
from  the  boreholes  have  maintained  their  constant  high  standard  of 
bacterial  purity  and  bi-annual  chemical  analyses  have  proved 
satisfactory  and  are  on  a par  with  those  taken  during  previous  years. 

In  order  to  safeguard  against  pollution  in  the  reticulation 
system,  each  week  two  samples  are  taken  from  consumers’  taps  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Ipswich. 

Maintenance 

The  reservoirs,  water  tower  and  pumping  stations  have  been 
carefully  and  thoroughly  maintained. 

Old  and  defective  services  have  been  replaced  in  the  following 
roads: — 

Crown  Street 
Churchgate  Street 
Westgate  Street 
Lower  Baxter  Street 


Refuse  Disposae 

During  the  year  disposal  of  refuse  has  been  by  means  of  burning 
at  the  Refuse  Destructor  and  by  tipping  at  the  site  olT  Mount  Road. 

The  incapacity  of  the  Refuse  Destructor  to  deal  with  the  town 
refuse  gives  increasing  concern. 


13 


Sewerage 

Conditions  at  West  Stow  give  increasing  concern. 

On  18th  July,  1956,  an  Engineering  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  held  a Public  Inquiry  into  the 
Council’s  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £480,000  in  respect  of 
the  construction  of  a new  sewage  disposal  works  and  the  laying  of  a 
new  outfall  sewer.  It  is  anticipated  that  approval  to  the  schemes 
will  shortly  be  forthcoming. 

Certain  lengths  of  soil  sewers  have  been  cleaned  by  dragging. 
The  river  syphons  at  Chimney  Mills  have  required  more  frequent 
cleaning  owing  to  the  increasing  volume  of  sewage. 

Surface  Water  Drainage 

With  a view  to  preventing  hooding  by  surface  water  in  Hard- 
wick Road,  work  has  commenced  on  the  laying  of  a 9"  diameter 
surface  water  drain.  It  is  hoped  to  complete  this  work  in  1957. 

Swimming  Pool 

The  water  in  the  Swimming  Pool  has  maintained  its  high 
standard  of  purity  throughout  the  season.  An  improvement  in  the 
changing  facilities  has  been  completed  whereby  certain  communal 
cubicles  have  been  dispensed  with  and  adapted  as  a basket  store 
together  with  an  issuing  counter. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Meat  Inspection: — The  total  number  of  animals  killed  for 
human  consumption  was  slightly  higher  than  in  1955,  but  the  increase 
in  the  work  of  meat  inspection  was  much  greater  than  the  figures 
suggest  because  of  a large  increase  in  the  proportion  of  cattle 
amongst  the  animals  slaughtered.  The  accompanying  tables  showing 
the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  emphasise  the 
importance  of  this  arduous  daily  task  of  meat  inspection. 
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Slaughterhousls: — The  3 slaughterhouses  continued  to 
operate  throughout  the  year,  and  although  these  premises  fall  far 
short  of  modern  requirements  special  efforts  were  made  to  maintain 
as  high  a standard  of  hygiene  as  was  practicable  under  the  circum- 
stances. The  maintenance  of  reasonable  standards  of  hygiene  at 
these  slaughterhouses  can  only  be  made  more  difficult  by  the  continual 
increase  in  the  number  of  animals  killed.  The  need  for  a modern 
abattoir  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds  becomes  more  urgent  year  by  year. 


Total  number  of 
animals  killed  for 

Year.  human  consumption 

1949  6,592 

1950  7,357 

1951  8,495 

1952  11,641 

1953  11,552 

1954  12,301 

1955  14,298 

1956  14,396 

Unsound  Food: — Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  diverted  to  other  purposes  or  destroyed  were: — 

Meat  and  Offals  13  tons  9 cwts.  3 qrs.  9 lb. 


Miscellaneous  articles  1 ton.  1 cwt.  1 qr.  8 lb. 


Number  of  certificates  of  condemnation  issued — 995. 


15 


oj 

a 

u 

o 

Si 

'o 

'S 

c 

• 

0) 

C3 

S 

0^ 

"d 

c 

o 

o 

■d 

a 

oj 

d 

0) 

-t-> 

o 

O) 

u 

CO 


oj 

M— i 

o 

d 

c 

oj 

CO 

Cl> 

CO 

oj 

O 

S-I 

oj 

O 


CO 

<U 

r/5 

U, 

o 

DC 


c/5 

C^ 

00 

c^ 

0^ 

m 

CL 

d 

<u 

<1> 

0 

CO 

vO 

CO 

<u 

> 

^-H 

(N 

U 

t/? 

LO 

cn 

0 

U 

to 

4^  C/5 

ij  d ^ 

d 

GO 

03  0 0 

U oU 

X 

4) 

'sD 

<M 

m 

m 

IT) 


<N 


d 

r- 

o 


<N 


o 

a 


d 

0-) 

• ^ 

a> 

a 

d 

:z: 


m 


oo 


On 


(N 


CO 


ITi 


d 

<D 

-(-> 

o 

0) 

a 

CO 


Oj 

40 

e 

0 

:z; 


o 

z 

< 

CO 

H- ( 

CD 

O 

h-l 

d 
o 
pj 

w 

CQ 
D 

H 

H 
CU 
W 

w c »3 

S s 53 

CO  10 

< H 

W S 
o'-*" 

4I3 

< ^ 


d 

<v 

C 

a 

<D 

d 

£0 

o 

o 


CJ 

}-l 

oi 

CJ 


lA) 

d 


d 

On 


d 


o^ 


'sD 

on 

r-- 


o 

(N 


lO 


CO 


CN 


CO 

oj 


C 
d 
bo 
^-1 
o 

S-H 

O 

-M 
U-l 

oj 
C4 

d) 

a 

o 

CO 

> OP 
s-H  d 

O d 


d 

<v 

o'g 

(u  C 

. • 1-H 

d CO 

u o 

o 3 

(J  o 
Cl,  ^-• 

H 


S-H 

Oj 

40 

a 

0 

<V 


CO 

<J 

CO 

oj 

CJ 

J-H 

oj 

U 


O 

o 


0 

oj 

4::^ 


Lh 

<J 

4::: 


O 

d>  ^ 


o 

L-i 

d) 

O 


<J 

40 
0)  • d 
(d  ^ 


c/5 

COU 

d 


>- 

h-l 

2 

^ d 

CO  o) 

^ a 
o a 

h-l  cu 

d d 

0 o 
w ^ 

m CO 
d o) 

H ^ 
o 

L-i 

Oj 

CJ 

'o 

40 


CO 

oj 

SO 

oj 

bo 

Lh 

O 

S-I 

o 

-)-• 

L-i 

oj 

d 

O) 

a 

o 

CO 

40 

O ^ 
'SO  ^ 

'§  a 

!>  <u 

M-H  d 

o d 

CO  g 

0)  CJ 

CO 

oj 

o 

}-l 

crj 

O 


d 

O) 

+-> 

o 

O) 

M-H 

M-l 

oj 

d 

(j 

-t-> 

o 

(j 

SOh 

CO 


u 

(V 

d 

a 

§ o 

;;^  0 

cu  d 

-a  ^ 

so 

o 

S-i 

<u 

Ph 


CO 

CO 

O 


0 

d 

i 

Sf 

1 1 

' 

1 

1 

1 

' 

1— ( 

1 

VO 

m 

• 

VO 

1 

v6 

1 

00 

CN 

CN 

m 

o^ 

cd 


$0 

oj 

bo 

Lh 

o 

L-i 

O 

-l-> 

S-i 

CO  ccj  rrt 

►-I  o 


CO 

O 

o 

pc: 


Oh  ^ 

o)  a 
a « 

w 9d 

^ ^ d 

H JZJ  0 
>1  •'-j 

c i 's2 


CO 

(J 

CO 

oj 

o 

i-4 

<0 

o 


-M 

SO 

<J 

a 

0 

-*-»  o 

P Oj 
^ J-l 

—I  <1^ 

d bo 

aj  .,-H 

-M  (-• 

•d 

a 

40 

05 

CO 

CO 

<J 

CO 

01 

CJ 

u 

0 

O 


Generalised  and  totally  condemned 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CONDEMNED 

Cattle 


Whole 

Carcases 

Heads  and 

Tongues 

! 

! Lungs 

1 Livers 

Pt.  Livers 

CO 

u 

00 

CO 

U 

cd 

<D 

!/3 

c 

'E, 

CO 

I Whole 

1 Carcases 

Tuberculosis 

7 

35 

57 

13 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

Pericarditis 

Pleurisy,  Peritonitis 
Tonsillitis  and 

Empheysma 

2 

1 

54 

8 

1 

8 

3 

1 ' 

i 

i 

Pyaemia,  Pyrexia 

Gangrene,  Septicaemia 

2 

3 

Liver  Fluke  and  other 
Parasitic  conditions 

11 

478 

Cirrhosis,  Necrosis 
Degeneration  and  Atrophic 
Rhinitis 

15 

Emaciation  and  Oedema 

1 

3 

Actinomycosis  and 
Actinobacillosis 

■" 

13 

6 

Tumours,  Abscesses 

Cystic  conditions 

8 

23 

138 

2 

Septic  metritis 

1 

1 

C.  Bovis 

1 

25 

11 

Icterus  and  Uraemia  ..  . 

Swine  Fever  (suspected) 

Leukaemia 

Joint  111. 

Swine  Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Moribund  and  Bruising 

2 

3 

-I 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

16 

85 

151 

652 

! 5 

20 

5 

9 

The  following  Carcase  Meat  was  also  condemned  : — 

BEEF 


Bruising,  Atrophy,  or  Decomposition 262  lb. 

Abscesses  . 49  lb. 

Arthritis  — 


The  total  weight  of  all  meat  condemned  in  the 
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MEAT  AND  OFFAL 


Sheep  Pigs  Calves 


I 

j Heads 

j Lungs 

j Livers 

j Hearts 

Whole 

Carcases 

1 

Heads 

j Lungs 

j Livers 

1 Hearts 

Whole 

Carcases 

Lungs 

Livers 

43 

4 

1 

20 

1 

2 

6 

284 

14 

107 

1 

10 

1 

1 

21 

53 

3 

2 

2 

1 

35 

12 

1 

A 

1 

1 

7 

2 

10 

1 

3 

1 

. 

1 

14 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

42 

61 

4 

52 

54 

293 

54 

108 

3 

2 

2 

MUTTON  PORK 

— 362  lb. 

61b.  142  1b. 

43  lb.  91  lb. 

slaughterhouses  was  13  tons,  1 cwt.  3 qrs.  15  lb. 


VEAL 


7 lb. 
4 lb 
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Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food: — Certain 
whole  infected  carcases  were  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950  by  incineration  in 
the  Council’s  refuse  destructor.  Other  meat  condemned  at  the 
slaughterhouses  was  sold  to  a commercial  firm  for  the  manufacture  of 
fertilisers.  Some  condemned  livers  were  sold  to  a firm  of  animal 
gland  and  by-product  manufacturers  for  pharmaceutical  purposes,  in 
addition  some  liver  was  supplied  to  a local  mink  farmer. 

Some  condemned  tinned  foods  and  prepared  meats  were 
supplied  to  a local  firm  producing  processed  pig  food.  All  other 
condemned  food  was  disposed  of  by  incineration  in  the  refuse  de- 
structor. 

As  a result  of  a complaint  concerning  a consignment  of  60  lb. 
of  liver  which  was  in  transit  through  the  town,  an  inspection  was  made 
and  the  whole  consignment  was  surrendered  and  condemned. 

Food  Premises: — The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area 
classified  by  type  of  business,  the  number  of  premises  registered  under 
Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  the  number  of  in- 
spections of  these  premises  which  were  made  during  the  year  are 
recorded  in  the  accompanying  table. 


Number 

Registered 

* Total 

Number  of 

Under  Sect. 

Number 

Inspections 

Type  of  Business. 

16,  F.  & D.  Act. 

of  premises 

made. 

Butchers  and  Pork  Butchers  16 

20 

58 

Bakers 

— 

11 

21 

Confectioners 

— 

37 

34 

Fish-wet 

— 

5 

21 

Fish-fried  

12 

12 

28 

Greengrocers 

— 

15 

20 

General  provisions 

— 

60 

114 

Hotels  

— 

11 

15 

Licensed  Premises  \ 
(excluding  hotels)  / 

Restaurants,  Cafes, 

\ 

53 

32 

41 

117 

and  Canteens 

/ 

Other  food  Premises 

— 

7 

9 

* These  figures  should  be  regarded  as  approximate  because  in 
many  cases  different  businesses  are  conducted  from  the  same  premises. 
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Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955: — Many  inspections  were 
made  at  food  shops  during  the  year  and  advice  was  given  concerning 
alterations  which  were  necessary  to  secure  compliance  with  the  reg- 
ulations. It  was  most  noticeable  that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
food  traders  took  an  active  interest  in  the  new  requirements  and 
succeeded  in  bringing  their  shops  up  to  standard  without  undue 
delay.  In  a few  cases  where  extensive  alterations  were  needed  the 
work  was  in  progress  although  not  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
After  the  new  regulations  came  into  operation  a number  of  verbal 
and  written  warnings  were  given  concerning  inadequate  personal 
cleanliness  and  smoking  while  handling  open  food.  The  officers 
of  your  Public  Health  Department  are  well  aware  of  the  importance 
of  food  hygiene  and  it  is  frankly  admitted  that  more  time  should 
be  devoted  to  this  work,  but  pressure  of  other  duties,  in  particular 
detailed  housing  inspections  concerned  with  the  slum  clearance 
programme,  have  imposed  a limit. 

Strict  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955  should  result  in  a marked  improvement  in  the 
general  standards  of  hygiene  in  the  preparation,  storage,  and  hand- 
ling of  food,  but  it  is  regretted  that  Sub-section  2 of  Section  25,  which 
specifies  temperatures  above  or  below  which  certain  foods  must  be 
kept,  exempts  food  which  is  exposed  for  sale.  A sunny  shop  window 
is  not  the  best  place  to  keep  pork  pies  and  other  prepared  meats 
unless  they  are  in  a refrigerated  display  cabinet.  It  is  also  regretted 
that  the  Regulations  do  not  require  the  provision  of  separate  toilet 
and  washing  facilities  for  the  use  of  customers  at  Cafes  and  Restaur- 
ants. 

Members  of  the  general  public  can  do  much  to  encourage 
hygienic  food  handling  at  shops  and  restaurants.  They  should 
demand  a high  standard,  take  their  custom  where  they  are  well  served 
and  not  hesitate  to  complain  to  the  Management  when  they  are 
dissatisfied. 

During  the  year  members  of  this  department  delivered  16 
lectures  on  food  hygiene  and  allied  subjects  to  various  groups  of  food 
traders,  school  children  and  others.  Many  of  the  lectures  were 
illustrated  with  film  strips,  the  projector  for  which  was  loaned  by  kind 
permission  of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  In  addition  3 public 
showings  were  made  in  the  Town  Hall  of  the  colour  film  “Food 
without  Fear,” 
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Milk: — Five  dairies  were  registered  under  the  Milk  & Dairies 
Regulations  1949-54,  and  18  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises 
during  the  year. 

Many  samples  of  milk  from  Bury  St.  Edmunds  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cambridge  by  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  Weights  and  Measures  of  the  West  Suffolk  County  Council,  and, 
in  order  to  avoid  duplication  of  work,  copies  of  the  laboratory  reports 
relating  to  these  samples  have  been  made  available  to  this  depart- 
ment. 


Only  1 of  the  55  samples  of  pasteurised  and  T.T.  pasteurised 
milk  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  test  failed  to  con- 
form to  the  standard.  Of  the  65  samples  examined  by  the  Phosphatase 
test  1 sample  failed  to  pass  and  this  failure  was  believed  to  have  been 
caused  by  carelessness  at  the  dairy. 

Four  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  by  members  of  this 
department  for  examination  by  biological  methods.  No  evidence 
of  Tuberculosis  or  of  Brucella  abortus  was  detected  in  any  of  these 
samples. 

The  efficiency  of  the  cleansing  of  milk  bottles  was  also  checked 
by  the  submission  of  bottles  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
Colony  Counts.  Following  unsatisfactory  results  from  one  dairy 
the  washing  facilities  were  found  to  be  inadequate  and  alternative 
arrangements  were  made  by  the  dairyman. 

Ice  Cream: — Fifty-eight  premises  were  registered  for  the 
storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  In  addition  to  the  performance  of  37 
inspections  at  these  premises  39  samples  were  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Re- 
duction test.  The  results  of  these  tests  which  are  recorded  below 
show  a very  marked  improvement  over  the  last  few  years. 


Provisional  Grade  1 38  samples 

Provisional  Grade  II  1 sample 

Provisional  Grade  III  Nil. 

Provisional  Grade  IV  ...  Nil, 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  by  the  staff  of  this  depart- 
ment and  of  treatments  by  the  Council’s  operator  were  as  follows: — 


Business  and  other  premises  Inspections  631 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Treatments  69 

Private  Dwellings  Inspections  1931 

,,  ,,  Treatments  318 


in  addition  to  the  above,  two  maintenance  treatments  were 
carried  out  to  the  sewerage  system  of  the  town,  and  periodic  inspect- 
ions and  treatments  were  made  at  the  sewage  farm,  refuse  destructor 
and  refuse  tips.  One  major  rat  infestation  was  dealt  with  during  the 
year. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950 

Throughout  the  year  officers  of  this  department  continued  to 
perform  the  duties  concerned  with  the  execution  and  enforcement  of 
the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950. 

Swine  Fever: — 14  pigs,  sent  to  a slaughterhouse  under  licence, 
were  condemned  for  suspected  swine  fever.  Under  the  Swine  Fever 
Order  1938  only  2 Form  B.  notices  were  served. 

During  the  year  4,759  licences  were  issued  for  the  movement 
of  pigs. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1. — IXSI^KCTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 

Number  of 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Written  Occupiers 

Register 

Inspections 

notices  prosecuted. 

0) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  .... 

27 

13 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

149 

75 

9 

(hi) 

Other  Premises  in  which  section  7 is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out- workers’  premises)  .... 

16 

9 

1 

Total 

192 

97 

10 

2.— Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Found. 


Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Remedied  Inspector.  Inspector 


Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

{a)  Insufficient 
(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective 
(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 
Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 


6 


4 

13 

2 


4 


4 

11 

2 


4 


TOTAL 

25 

21 

6 

OUTWORK. 

(Sections  110  and  111). 

Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work. 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council. 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises. 

Notices 

served. 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Wearing  apparel, 
Making,  etc. 

The  making  of 
boxes  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper 

15 

7 

6 

1 

TOTAL 

22 

6 ' 

23 


HOUSING. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  no  longer  require  details  on  housing 
matters  to  be  included  in  the  annual  reports  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  but  because  so  much  of  your  officers’  time  is  devoted  to 
housing  inspection  some  brief  notes  on  this  subject  are  recorded 
below: — 

Building  Progress.  New  housing  accommodation  provided 
during  1956  was  as  follows: — 

Local  Authority. 

Completed  in  1956,  Under  Construction  on 

3 1 St  December,  1956. 

69  133 

Private  Enterprise. 

Completed  in  1956.  Under  Construction  on 

31st  December,  1956. 

47  38 

Slum  Clearance: — Substantial  progress  was  made  in  1956 
with  the  Council’s  slum  clearance  programme.  Compulsory  Pur- 
chase Orders  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  confirmation  in 
respect  of  2 Clearance  Areas  involving  15  houses  in  Bakers  Lane 
and  Southgate  Street,  and  20  houses  in  Raingate  Street.  Including 
those  in  areas  previously  declared  the  number  of  dwellings  in  Clear- 
ance Areas  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  51. 

Seventeen  families  were  re-housed  from  Clearance  Areas  and 
a further  18  families  from  individually  unfit  houses.  Twenty 
houses  were  demolished  and  a further  24  were  closed  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  Seven  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were 
abated,  and  4 substandard  cottages  were  converted  into  2. 
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INSPECTIONS. 

STATISTICAL  RECORD. 

(excluding  visits  shown  elsewhere) 

Houses — defects  . . . . . . . . 323 

Houses — Survey  and  Housing  Acts  . . . . 598 

Housing  Act,  1949  (improvement  grants)  . . . . 80 

Houses — Re-visits  . . . . . . . . 670 

Public  Health  Act,  — Section  75  . . . . . . 389 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . . . . . 7 

Infectious  Disease  cases  . . . . . . 83 

Drainage  Work  . . . . , . . . 208 

Shops  Act  . . . . . . . . 75 

Markets  . . . . . . 81 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . 813 

Schools  . . . . . . . . 8 

Pets  Act  . . . . . . . . 6 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . . . . . . . . 23 

Verminous  or  Insanitary  Houses  . . . . . . 56 

Destructor  and  Tips  . . . . . . . . 4 

Water  Samples  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Interviews  (with  Owners),  etc.  . . . . . . 290 

Petrol  Installations  . . . . . . . . 67 

Petrol  Tanks  Tested  ..  ..  ..  10 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act  . . . . . . 59 

Explosives  Stores  . . . . . . . . 26 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . . . . . 47 

Caravans  . . . . . . . . 47 

Cinemas  . . . . . . . 7 

Ponds,  Pools  and  Ditches  . . . . . . 43 

Metal  Dealers  . . . . . . . . 4 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  ..  ..  144 


Total  ..  ,.  4178 


Complaints: — During  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a 
marked  increase  in  the  number  of  entries  in  the  register  of  complaints- 
502  in  1956,  309  in  1954.  It  is  not  believed  that  this  is  an  indication 
of  a deterioration  in  the  standard  of  public  health  work  but  rather 
that  members  of  the  public  are  becoming  more  aware  of  the  services 
offered  by  the  department. 
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